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...And things get weirder. Perhaps the strangest element in Flavia’s awkward 
suspension of residence is the UK Border Agency’s bizarre “Exceptional Talent” or 
“Tier 1” visa category for “high-value migrants”. Knowing that the rarity of these 

Tier 1 (Exceptional talent) is for people who 
are internationally recognised as world leaders or potential 1 world-leading talent in 

”2 The only current 
holder of an Exceptional Talent visa in Scotland is Edinburgh International Film 
Festival director Chris Fujiwara.
In what must have seemed a perfectly sensible move at the time, the UKBA advised 

reviews for her Fringe show this year. The absurdity of this condition made it to 

will be deported” 3 (although Flavia quickly points out she wasn’t deported but left the 
country as a legal migrant before her then-current visa expired).
As things go, the long application process for the extension of Flavia’s visa necessitated 
a return to her home country, where she is now. The UK visa application process is 
notoriously strenuous. In 2008, I was granted a one-year Japanese student visa, for 

opposite  – coming to Edinburgh from Kyoto, for four years – was charged more than a 
hundred times as much.

* * * * *

Flavia came to Edinburgh from Brazil in 2006, attracted by the world’s largest arts 
Festival. While studying at Queen Margaret University, she helped found independent 
theatre group Tightlaced Theatre. The group, directed by Jen McGregor – currently 
well-known for her activism in the public arts – is notable for its promotion of 
Edinburgh theatre culture outside of Fringe time. In 2012, Flavia set up her own 
Fronteiras Theatre Lab, a “transcultural” organisation focusing equally on research, 
professional development and production. The group draws its ethos from Flavia’s 
own cross-cultural experience, and from an intense love of Scottish and South 
American culture. The name means “borders”, a sad irony considering her dealings 
with our Agency of the same name. Now back in Brazil, Flavia is working to set up 
the Fronteiras Explorers programme, which she describes as “an artistic residency/
research lab/exchange project” with the aim of bringing Scotland-based artists to the 

from.
Flavia is preparing to apply anew for residence in the UK. Fronteiras Theatre Lab is 
online at 

* * * * *
[1] It is rumoured that the “potential” phrase is to be scrapped, so those of you who 

route, please.
[2] 
[3] 



19 18

Without Fronteiras
An interview with Flavia D’Avila

Flavia D’Avila is a friend of mine. The expat Brazilian theatre producer with the 
rhyming name has a lot of friends. She’s well known in Edinburgh’s creative circles 

Scottish humour, she could pass for an Edinburgh native. She’s one of very few people 
I know who seem to be constantly, refreshingly overjoyed at living in Scotland. Now 
though, she’s absent from her adopted home-city, returned to Brazil as an ex-expat, 
due to some particularly awkward clauses in the UK visa system.

* * * * *

The recently-graduated artists’ ubiquitous “Method of Survival” is to work any 
available paying job while developing one’s own Real (i.e. artistic) Work. Yuck ‘n Yum 
readers in the same boat will sympathise: this is not the sort of lifestyle that endears 
itself to paperwork. At what point do you get to call yourself a pro? 
Flavia graduated from the department of Drama and Theatre Arts at Queen Margaret 
University in 2010. A fellow professional-in-all-but-income, her adoption of the 
Recently-Graduated Lifestyle placed her out of the range of working visa eligibility:

 “

”

These visa conditions do not tend to favour creative workers of any stripe, and would 
prohibit a considerable number of foreign professional artists (and certainly the 
majority of foreign emerging artists!) from living in the UK on the basis of their work 
alone.
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The GIF That Keeps On Giving: an interview with Roarlivia

The bitmap image format aka the Graphics Interchange Format aka the GIF is a staple 

per frame, one that delivers a highly compressed, simple and often hypnotic animation, 
it’s also capable of being shared via social networking and microblogging sites such as 
Cinemagram and Tumblr. The GIF was introduced by Compuserve on June 15th 1987, 
making the 25-year-old format older than many members of its youthful hip plugged-
in audience.  
Since 2007 Tumblr has served as the microblogging site of choice for a huge number 
of users posting up links, comments, quotations, photos, drawings and yes, GIFs. It 
truly is staggering: as of August 20, 2012, Tumblr has over 69.4 million blogs and 
more than 29.8 billion total posts. These blogs are home to many millions of GIFs 

lookout for a paradigmatic GIF artist, I happened upon the Tumblr posts of Olivia Fox 
aka Roarlivia:

How long have you had your Tumblr page?
April 2010, I knew it was going to be a slow summer and I wanted to do something 
productive.  

What’s its purpose, if any?

pieces or different variations or stuff I’m unsure about with little to no pressure. 

Is your Tumblr page related to your general art/design practice?
As a (mostly) digital artist I can use my tumblr page as a sketchbook. I don’t really 
like showing my actual sketchbook to people partially because I’m not happy with my 
drawing skills, but mostly because I don’t think it accurately represents what I spend 
my time making. I feel more comfortable sending people to my tumblr page for them to 
scroll through and get a taste of what I’m about.
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How do you make your GIFs - what software do you use, how much time and 
effort goes into making them, what purpose do they serve?
I make GIFs in Photoshop. A lot of the time the effort doesn’t come from the GIF 
making process. A GIF can be used as a short snippet of a larger video or animation 
piece, in that case the time was spent on the original video. What’s cool about that 
is these preview GIFs can sort of stand apart as their own piece. Sometimes I’ll take 
footage or make an animation in After Effects or pull a video off YouTube and bring 
some of the frames into Photoshop, from there I can edit the frames individually 

algorithms unique to GIF making that are fun to explore. There are endless program 
and effect combinations to experiment with. Like any medium GIFs have their own set 
of conceptual abilities and limitations. 

Yes to both! It’s very easy to get jaded and bogged down by popular websites, it’s 
important to keep criticizing these sites and how we use them, but I’ve actually 

with other social networks and programs I’ve used in the past, but Tumblr has a 

convention, our sites serve as tables. We’re showing our work or collected goods to 
each other, talking, and trading. 

Can you recommend any other Tumblr pages and/or GIF artists?
Max, the King  I’ve been following him for years, I still get giddy 
when he likes one of my posts.
My favorite contemporary digital artist Jaakko Pallasvuo 
My best friend Kim taught me how to gif back in the day when it was somewhat harder 

Friends forged IRL through mutual admiration of each other’s work/tumblr posts: 

 .

Great GIF artists:   
   

  I’m gonna go ahead and mention 
 too.

Olivia Fox is somehow a printmaking student at Purchase College, State 
University of New York. She works as an assistant in various large format digital 
labs, as a digital archival assistant for a library, and at a cafe. She likes weird 
manga and has dreams of making a comedy show.  
Her Tumblr is at http://roarlivia.tumblr.com/








